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The Music Building displays characteristics of several architectural
styles. Essentially domestic Chateauesque in nature, the structure has
many Richardsonian Romanesque features as well as classical detailing.

A dramatic hilltop is the setting for this 2%-story, 3-bay structure
of buff-colored brick and rough-cut stone. The slate complex hip roof is
interrupted by dormers, projecting bays and a round tower and is liber-
ally decorated with finials and cresting. String courses of rough-cut
stone delineate the stories; rough-cut stone is also the material used
for -the- lintels and foundation.- The exterior brickwork is laid in
stretcher bond. The four decorated brick chimneys have elaborately
corbelled caps. With exceptions to be noted below, the fenestration
throughout’ is sqliare-headed with 1/1 lights. ' '

The decorated modillion blocks in the main cornice are repeated in
the porch cornice and that of the first-floor bay window. The main frieze
has a foliated scroll design which is interrupted by brick corbelling in
the central bay of the facade.

The l-story porch begins at the front entrance in the facade's
central bay and wraps around the house to the left, following its contours,
until it ends at the conservatory in the south elevation. Grouped Compo-
site columns on stone pedestals flank the entryway. The panelled and
glass front door has side lights and a transom and is recessed into a
Romanesque archway with a foliated keystone.

The left bay of the facade consists of a 3-story round tower at the
corner of the house. Molded brick panels separate the third-story
openings under which are placed foliated decorative panels. The tower
has a corbelled cornice and a conical roof topped by a finial. On the
second floor of the projecting central entrance bay, a stone mullion
separates three narrow windows from three small square ones above. A
corbelled cornice, like that in the tower, separates the third floor
which features a gabled dormer with a pediment containing a decorated
panel in the tympanum. This dormer is actually an open gallery with
three stone-bordered Romanesque arches. This bay is topped by a finial.
The right bay is, by far, the simplest of the three. On the first floor,
a l-story, 3-part bay window with modillion blocks in the cornice
projects bélow two plain second-story windows. In the third story is
a gabled dormer with a round-headed window.

Interior: The floor plan consists of a huge central entry hall,
flanked by two rooms on either side, leading to a broad, panelled stair-
case. Three of these rooms open onto the hall through sets of elabo-
rately carved, multi-panelled double pocket doors. The fourth room is
an open reception area separated from the hall by a richly carved
spindlework arch. Besides the four main rooms, there is a study which
opens onto the conservatory. The service area is located behind the
staircase and has its own access and back stairs.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This. structure;was designed by local azchitect.T. J..Collins as,a ..
residence for the C. W. Miller family and completed 1899-1900. In 1934,
Julia Spalding purchased the house from the Miller estate. She sold it
to Wilmar Schmidt(professor of music at Mary Baldwin College from 1908 to,
1936) in 1936. Schmidt sold the house to the college in 1941. It is
now used for music classes. '

The significance of the building lies chiefly in two areas: that
it is in remarkable original condition and that it is Staunton's best
example of the domestic Chateauesque style of architecture.

With the exception of the removal of the conservatory's glass
enclosure, the exterior is still identical to Collins®' drawings of the
design. Inside, the only change has been the placement of a tile floor
over portions of ths original hardwood floors.

The interior woodwork was designed by the architect and is made
of golden ocak. The first floor abounds in rich ornament and decoration
such as delicate spindle arches, panelled wainscoting and stainazd-glass
windows.. The second floor, while not so lavish, nevertheless possesses
ornamantal woodwork and several unusual mantelpieces.

The Mary Baldwin College Music Building stands as a local monument
to the opulent tastes of turn-of-the-century eclectic movement.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Throughout the main living area of the house the woodwork is of
golden ocak, although various finishes have been used in the rooms.
Custom-designed by the architect for the house, the elaborate interior
woodwork and other detailing echoes the fanciful exterior design,

The broad, panelled staircase is the focal point of the main living
area. It dominates the central hallway where there are two spindled
arches as well as stained-glass windows. All the rooms on the main
level have panelled wainscoting and mantelpieces of unusually high
proportions; some of the mantels have classical motifs.

WF
- 6. REPRESENTATIOR IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey
1972 State
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219
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10, GEQGRAPHICAT, DATA

Verbal Boundary Description-210 North New Street

Legal Description - City Engineer's Map #342, 1958, Block P, Lot Mary

Baldwin College 13.






